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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A control messaging system comprising: 

mogHiG to conn e ct an optical cable which Is connected to a multi-service platform 
(MSP) at one end and is connected to a connecter at the other end, sato piu)t(>service 
platform having a first controller said connector having a cross-connect a t th o other and 
a second controller: 

within said optica) cable, a number of optical fibres assigned for the transmission 
of data, at least one of said optical fibres being assigned for 446e€^ iise as a provisioning 
data path; 

an Operations, AdminlstratlonKOL Maintenance and Provisioning (Oam&P) 
subsystem connected to said provisioning data path at eaid Groo o- oonneot through said 
connector; 

m o ans to s i g nal said first controller s ignaling a source identity to said OAM&P 
subsystem over said provisioning data path from oald mult> -6Q fv i co p l atform ; and 

moon c to s ignal said second controiler sionalinq a destination identity to said 
OAM&P subsystem from said cross-oonnect. 

2. (Original) A system as in claim 1 wherein said provisioning data path is provided as 
an additional optical fibre within said optical cable. 

3. (Original) A system as in claim 1 wherein said provisioning data path is provided as 
an additional 'colour' on a fibre used for the transmission of data. 

4. (Original) A system as in claim 1 wherein said provisioning data path is provided as 
an electrical circuit vy^thln said optical cable. 

5. (Currently Amended) A system as in claim 1 wherein a m e ano i c prov l dotf to 
signal said first controller signals , at the time of logical provisioning, from said 
multi-sen/ice platform, over said provisioning data path to said OAM&P subsystem, the 
bit-rate and protocol to be used. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method of provisioning a system comprising the steps 
of; 

start i ng a pr oco D c at a firct ontry; 

plugging in [[a]J an optical cable to a connecter having a cross-connect, viz. the 
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destination, and a multi-service platform, viz, the sourc e, said opticai cable havino a 
number of optlcat fibres assigned for the transmission of data, at least one of said optical 
fibres beino uniquely assigned for use as a orovisiontng data path: 

forwarding the destination identity from said cross-connect to an [[oJjOperations, 
[laJlAdmfnlstration, [[mjJMaintenance and [(pUProvisioning (OAM&P) subsystem; and 

forwarding the source identity from said multi-sen/ice platfonrt to said 
opofotionc. a dministrat i on^ maintononco and provioioning QAM&P subsystem over & 
said uniquely assigned provisioning data path within said optical cable, 

7. (Original) Tne method of claim 6 wherein said provisioning data path is provided as 
an additionai optical fibre within said optical cable. 

8. (Onginal) The method of claim 6 wherein said pnavisloning data path is provided as 
an additional 'colour* on a fibre used for the transmission of data. 

9. (Original) The method of ciaim 6 wherein said provisioning data path is provided as 
an elearioat circuit within said opticai cable. 

1 0. (Cun^ntly Amended) The method of claim 6 wh e re i n tho last of ca i d forwarding 
stepG ic fo i lowod by the stop - o f further comprisino the step of t ransfemno source 
parameter of cuch as ■ b i t rato and protoco l , to said o pe r a tions, administrat i on , 
mainton on co and provioi o ning OAM&P subsystem over said uniquely assigned path 
within said optical cable after the fonvardino steps . 

11. (Original) The method of claim lO wherein said source parameters are selected 
from a group consisting of bit-rate and protocol. 

12. (Currently Amended) ITie method of claim 6 wherojn tho last of cold fonyardtng 
s to ps te foilowod by further comprising the steps of; 

stort in g a proce s s at q cooond ontry 
checking whether a physical connection exists; and 
if said physical connecton exists, transfem^ng source parameters to said 
operations, adminigtrationt maintononco qnd p r ovi c ioning OAM&P subsystem over said 
uniquely assigned path within said opticai cable or bundio without performing the 
fooA/arding steps. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said source parameters are selected 
from a group consisting of bit-rate and protocol. 
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